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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING OR TRANSMISSION [37 CFR § 1.8(a)] 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being: 

l~l deposited with the United States Postal Service on the date shown below with 

sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

I~l transmitted by facsimile on the date shown below to the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office at 571-273-8300. 

53 transmitted to United States Patent and Trademark Office on the date shown below 
via the Office electronic filing system. 



April 7. 2009 



/Joyce M. Courtney/ 



Date 



Signed by: Joyce M. Courtney 



Dear Sir: 

This is in response to the Office Action dated December 10, 2008. Claims 1-21 are 
pending. Claims 1-21 were restricted under 35 USC § 121 as follows: 

I. Claims 1-8 and 15-21 are said to be drawn to a valve stem; 

II. Claims 9 and 10 are said to be drawn to a single mold method; 

III. Claims 11-14 are said to be drawn to a method using two molds. 
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Election 

In response, Applicants elect Group I without traverse, including claims 1-8 and 15-21. 

It is believed that no fee is due; however, in the event a fee is required please charge the 
fee to Deposit Account No. 13-3723. The Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned at the 
indicated telephone number with questions that can be resolved with a simple teleconference. 

Respectfully submitted, 



April 7, 2009 By: /Ted K. Ringsred/ 

Date TedK. Ringsred, Reg. No.: 35,658 

Telephone No.: 651-736-5839 

Office of Intellectual Property Counsel 
3M Innovative Properties Company 
Facsimile No.: 651-736-3833 



3M 67221 7v1 



2 



